United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/581,085 


08/12/2008 


Junko Takahashi 


DK-US065116 


2050 



22919 7590 09/29/2011 

GLOBAL IP COUNSELORS, LLP 
1233 20TH STREET, NW, SUITE 700 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2680 



EXAMINER 



MARTINELL, JAMES 



PAPER NUMBER 



1634 



NOTIFICATION DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



09/29/2011 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

mailpto @ giplaw . com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\SIIIK*& ^lUtlwf f will f If ffCIf y 


Application No. 

10/581,085 


Applicant(s) 

TAKAHASHI ET AL. 


Examiner 

JAMES MARTINELL 


Art Unit 

1634 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 September 2011 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on 

; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

5) ^ Claim(s) 2-4,6-20 and 23 is/are pending in the application. 

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 2-4.6-20 and 23 is/are rejected. 

8) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

9) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

10)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )E3 The drawing(s) filed on 31 May 2006 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) KI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IElAII b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Regarding the amendment filed September 2, 2011, the claim identifier for claim 6 is incorrect. 
The claim identifier should be "(Currently Amended)". 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2-4, 6-20, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. The claims are vague, indefinite, and incomplete. 

(a) The recitation of "culturing a first sample of a gene-disrupted strain of a yeast in the 
presence of the test specimen, culturing a second sample of the gene-disrupted strain of 
the yeast; and comparing cell response of the first sample with cell response of the 
second sample" (claims 6-20) is vague, indefinite, and incomplete because it is not clear 
whether the culturing of the second sample is in the absence of the test specimen. This 
part of this rejection may be overcome by changing "culturing a second sample of the 
gene-disrupted strain of the yeast" to "culturing a second sample of the gene-disrupted 
strain of the yeast in the absence of the test specimen". 

(b) The recitation of "a gene to be disrupted" (claim 6) is incomplete because there is no 
antecedent basis for the phrase. The gene is already disrupted. Changing "a gene to be 
disrupted" to "a disrupted gene" would be sufficient to overcome this part of this 
rejection. 

(c) The recitation of "the gene to be disrupted" (claims 7-20) is incomplete because there is 
no antecedent basis for the phrase. The gene is already disrupted. Changing "the gene 
to be disrupted" to "the disrupted gene" would be sufficient to overcome this part of this 
rejection. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 2-4, 6, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Roemer 
et al (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0180953). Roemer et al teaches methods for determining 
the presence of chemicals in culture media by using yeast that express lower than normal amounts 
particular gene products because of the inactivation of one copy of the gene in diploid yeast cells {e.g., 
see paragraphs 0178-0190 and claims 28 and 31). The methods of the instant claims embrace the 
methods and compositions of the reference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to James Martinell whose telephone number is (571) 272-0719. 

The examiner works a flexible schedule and can be reached by phone and voice mail. 
Alternatively, a request for a return telephone call may be e-mailed to james.martinellipHjspio.gov . Since 
e-mail communications may not be secure, it is suggested that information in such requests be limited to 
name, phone number, and the best time to return the call. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Dave T. Nguyen, can be reached on (571) 272-0731. 

OFFICIAL FAX NUMBER 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. Any Official Communication to the USPTO should be faxed to this number. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to (571) 272-0547. 
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Patent applicants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that can be viewed in the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval system (PAIR) can now contact the USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center (Patent EBC) for assistance. 
Representatives are available to answer your questions daily from 6 am to midnight (EST). The toll free number is (866) 217-9197. 
When calling please have your application serial or patent number, the type of document you are having an image problem with, 
the number of pages and the specific nature of the problem. The Patent Electronic Business Center will notify applicants of the 
resolution of the problem within 5-7 business days. Applicants can also check PAIR to confirm that the problem has been corrected. 
The USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center is a complete service center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The 
USPTO's PAIR system provides Internet-based access to patent application status and history information. It also enables applicants 
to view the scanned images of their own application file folder(s) as well as general patent information available to the public. 

For all other customer support, please call the USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800-786-9199. 



/James Martinell/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1634 



